
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF DALE COUNTY,
ALABAMA

STATE OF ALABAMA )
)

V. ) Case Nos.: DC-2019-000216.00
) DC-2019-000217.00
) DC-2019-000218.00
) DC-2019-000219.00
) DC-2019-000220.00
)

COLEY LEWIS MCCRANEY )
Defendant. )

ORDER ON DEFENDANT'S MOTION FOR BAIL

These cases came before the court for hearing on May 29, 2019, on

the defendant’s written motion to set bail in each of his capital murder cases

and on the State of Alabama’s written response thereto. The State of

Alabama appeared through Dale County District Attorney Kirke Adams and

Assistant (Supernumerary) District Attorney David Emery. The defendant

appeared with retained counsel, Honorable David Harrison and Honorable

Andrew Scarborough.

The defense called four witnesses to testify on the issue of bond

including Ozark Police Chief Marlos Walker; the defendant’s son, Dezmond
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McCraney; the defendant’s wife, Jeanette Davis McCraney; and, the father

of the decedent J.B. Beasley, Mr. Hilton Lanier Beasley. The State called no

new witnesses but requested the court to take judicial notice of the evidence

produced by the State at the preliminary hearing held in this cause on April

3, 2019. That evidence included the sworn testimony of Investigator

Michael Bryan, Commander of Investigations with the Ozark Police

Department, and nine (9) written exhibits. The written exhibits included,

among other things, the Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences autopsy

reports for each of the two victims, an Alabama Department of Forensics

Sciences firearms examination laboratory report, and Alabama Department

of Forensic Sciences DNA comparison reports linking the defendant’s DNA

with DNA originally recovered from vaginal swabs and clothing of one of the

two victims, J.B. Beasley.

The defense contends in its written motion that the State “does not

have enough evidence to justify confinement” and that “the facts of the case

do not meet the elements required to deny a capital defendant bail.” The

State disputes each of these two contentions. In particular, the State

contends that on August 1, 1999, J.B. Beasley and Tracie Hawlett were

found in a locked car trunk each with a lethal gunshot wound to the head;

that DNA recently obtained from the defendant matches DNA evidence
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collected from the body and clothes of J.B. Beasley during her autopsy of

August 2, 1999; that the defendant’s military records indicate he previously

possessed a Hi-point 9 mm pistol, a weapon consistent with the type the

Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences determined was utilized to shoot

each of the two victims; that the defendant resided within a short walking

distance of both the area where the victims were last seen alive and where

their bodies were ultimately discovered a few hours later; that the defendant

relocated to another residence shortly after the bodies were discovered;

and, that there is no reason to believe the defendant knew either of the

victims or had any reason for his sperm and DNA to be on the decedent J.B.

Beasley’s underwear or his DNA on the vaginal swabs obtained during her

autopsy.

In Ex Parte Patel, 879 So.2d 532, a 2003 capital-murder case which

arose in Etowah County, Alabama, the Supreme Court of Alabama

addressed arguments similar to those now raised by McCraney’s counsel as

follows:

Article I, § 16, of the Alabama Constitution of 1901 provides:
“That all persons shall, before conviction, be bailable by
sufficient sureties, except for capital offenses, when the
proof is evident or the presumption great; and that
excessive bail shall not in any case be required.” That
constitutional provision allows a court to deny bail for a
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defendant charged with an offense defined by statute as
capital. Ex parte Landers, 690 So.2d 537, 538
(Ala.Crim.App. 1997). This court has established three
prerequisites to the denial of bail in a capital case: “The
evidence must be clear and strong, that it would lead a well-
guarded and dispassionate judgment to the conclusion that
(1) the offense has been committed; (2) the accused is the
guilty agent; and (3) he would probably be punished
capitally if the law is administered.” Trammell v. State, 284
Ala. 31, 32, 221 So.2d 390, 390 (1969). The State has the
burden of proving that the crime was committed and
showing “facts that would convince the judge that upon
final trial the judge would sustain a verdict pronouncing the
defendant guilty and imposing the death penalty.” Roan v.
State, 24 Ala.App. 517, 517, 137 So. 320, 321 (1931). A safe
rule for a trial court to follow “is to deny bail if the court
could sustain a capital conviction by a jury based on the
same evidence taken at the hearing seeking bail; and to
allow bail if the evidence is not so efficacious.” Webb v.
State, 35 Ala.App. 575, 576, 50 So. 2d 451, 452 (1951);
Roddam v. State, 33 Ala.App. 356, 33 So.2d 384 (1948).

A trial on the merits of these cases has not yet taken place. In fact,

the evidence against Coley McCraney has not yet even been presented to a

Grand Jury. At this time, it is only for this court to determine whether the

State of Alabama has produced “clear and strong” evidence that meets the

criteria set forth by the Alabama Supreme Court for denial of bail in a capital

case. Based on the evidence currently before it, this court concludes that

the State has done so. It would not be appropriate for this court to comment

further on a pending criminal case. Therefore, the defendant’s motion for
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bail in each of his capital murder cases is denied. The defendant shall

remain incarcerated pending action by the Grand Jury of Dale County.

DONE this 31stday of May, 2019.

/s/ W. STANLEY GARNER, JR
DISTRICT JUDGE
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